
Precipitation and Snowfall Reports for the Month of May 
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May 4th - Scattered thunderstorms developed across much of Utah during the afternoon 

and evening hours. Some storms dropped 

Courtesy of Vickie A 

Courtesy Alex Weech 

Above: Storms move across the Salt Lake Valley as seen from Olympus Cove (Left), and West Valley City. 
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Courtesy Lindsay Storrs Courtesy Kallie Miles 

May 5th-10th - A deep area of low pressure settled over the Great Basin for several days, 

with a series of disturbances rotating around the low through the entire Beehive State. The 
pattern produced widespread soaking rains across the state, with occasional thunderstorms, 

hail, gusty winds, and even some mountain snow. Minor street flooding occurred along 
portions of the Wasatch Front as well, as drainage systems had a hard time keeping up. 

Above (Left): Heavy rain producing standing water in Tremonton. (Right): Outflow boundary over SL Valley. 

Courtesy Jim Steenburgh 



Courtesy Brady Courtesy Chase Thomason 

Courtesy Amy Olsen 

Top (Left): Hail accumulating on I-15 in Cedar City. (Right): Heavy rain and small hail in Tremonton. 

Middle (Left): Heavy rain and water ponding in South Ogden. (Right): Heavy downpour at Paria Overlook. 

Bottom (Left): Minor street flooding in Salt Lake City. (Right): Light dusting of snow in Panguitch. 
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May 16th-17th - Another juicy storm system brought widespread rainfall across the 

Beehive State. Heavy showers and thunderstorms developed across portions of northern  
Utah, with heavy snow across the Wasatch Mountains. The Northern Wasatch Front and 

mountain valleys were pounded, with rainfall amounts over 2 and 3 inches common.  
Areas of flash flooding or heavy runoff were reported over portions of southern Utah. 

Above: Impressive waterfall from a flash flood streams into Lake Powell. 

Below (Left): Some late off-season skiing at Alta. (Right): Slick and snowy roads near Brian Head.. 

Courtesy Nick Wooley/KSL 

Courtesy Jim Steenburgh 
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Alta Silver Lake Brighton  10.0 7.0  

May 18th-20th - Another surge in tropical moisture combined with a couple of weather  

disturbances to produced widespread showers and thunderstorms. Some of the storms 
produced very heavy rain and small hail, with a funnel cloud observed over the Salt 

Lake Valley. 

Above: Wall cloud associated with a line of thunderstorms moving across the Salt Lake Valley. 

Courtesy University of Utah 



Top (Left): Dime-sized hail in Magna.  

Above (Left): Heavy rain shower moving into the Salt Lake Valley. 

Above (Right): Very heavy rain and hail shaft in Eagle Mountain. 

Courtesy Chase Thomason Courtesy Lee Ann Bateman 

Courtesy Brian Spittler 

Above (Left): Gust front as seen from the Salt Lake Int’l Airport.  

Bottom (Left): Wall cloud with heavy shower in Tooele County near I-80. 

Above (Right): Mamatus cloud above downtown Salt Lake City. 
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Top: Funnel cloud over North Salt Lake. The funnel lasted for approximately two minutes. 

Below (Left): Heavy rain produced street flooding in No. Salt Lake. (Right): Storm from West Valley City. 

Courtesy Jeff McGrath 

Courtesy Ben Winslow 



May 21st-23rd - A storm system brought moderate amounts of rainfall to much of 

Utah over a 3-day period.  The heaviest rain feel across the Cache Valley and Northern 
Wasatch Front. Some storms produced small hail. For the second day in a row, a funnel 

cloud was spotted over or near the Salt Lake Valley, this time by a pilot.   

Above (Left): Low clouds and stormy weather at Zion Nat’l Park. (Right): Small hailstones in Tooele. 

Courtesy Derek Petersen 
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May 24th-25th - A series of weather disturbances combined with deep moisture 

produced widespread rainfall and scattered thunderstorms statewide. Numerous cold 
air funnels were spotted once again, with none reaching the ground. A little high  

mountain snow fell across northern Utah. Flash flooding was reported near Big Water. 

Above (Left): Funnel cloud near the town of Enoch. (Right): Another funnel cloud spotted near Cedar City.  

Courtesy Gayla Chisholm Courtesy Colleen Williams Frazier 



Courtesy Cheri Stinson 

Courtesy Reed Timmer TVN Courtesy Dave Cawley 

Courtesy Travis Eskels Courtesy Dave Cawley 

Above: Small funnel cloud hovering high above the ground just north of Cedar City. 

Above (Left): Funnel cloud near Gold Spike Historic Site. (Right): Small flash flood in Capitol Reef N.P. 

Below (Left): Fresh snowfall on the Mirror Lake Highway. (Right): Gorgeous rainbow at Capitol Reef.. 
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May 26th - Another round of showers and thunderstorms brought heavy rain, gusty 

winds and even more funnel clouds to the Beehive State. The heaviest rain fell across 
the mountain valleys of northern Utah and the southern mountains. A few of the storms 

produced small hail as well, mainly across central and northern Utah. 

Above: A very impressive funnel cloud in Bryce Canyon National Park. This funnel was never verified to  

touch down, and the obstructions in the photo (tree, hill) make it impossible to do so from this picture. 
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May 27th-28th - Scattered showers and thunderstorms continued across most of 

Utah, with some storms becoming severe. Several more funnel clouds were spotted as 
well. Half dollar-sized hail was reported in the Pariette Wetlands south of Myton, while 

hail the size of ping pong balls fell in Honeyville. The heaviest rain fell across northern 
Utah, with the west deserts received the strongest wind gusts. Heavy rain produced 

street flooding and some basements were flooded in the town of Centerfield. 

Above: An amazing photo out of the Morgan Valley of a lightning strike from a severe thunderstorm in 

Weber Canyon. The town of Mountain Green is visible along the lower hillside. to the right of the strike, 

Courtesy Nicole J McMillan 



Above: Large funnel cloud observed near Myton on the 27th.  

Below (Left): A closer view of the Myton funnel cloud. (Right): The storm also produced 1/2 dollar sized hail. 

Courtesy Sterling Poulson 

Courtesy Geoff Liesk Courtesy Sterling Poulson 



Above (Left): Ping pong ball sized hail in Honeyville. (Right): Funnel cloud near the town of Tremonton. 

Below (Left): Street flooding in the town of Centerfield. (Right): More flooding in Centerfield on the 27th. 

Courtesy Fox 13 Courtesy Elizabeth Walker 
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Spanish Fork 

Cedar City Airport 

Ferron 

North Ogden 

Price Airport 

Venice 

Kaysville 

Garden City 

Herriman 

Fillmore 

1.01 

0.80 

0.74 

0.67 

0.63 

0.57 

0.55 

0.50 

0.44 

0.44 

0.41 

0.37 

0.35 

0.31 

0.28 

0.26 

0.22 

0.21 

0.17 

0.11 

1.00 

0.78 

0.70 

0.65 

0.63 

0.56 

0.54 

0.49 

0.44 

0.43 

0.39 

0.36 

0.34 

0.30 

0.28 

0.25 

0.22 

0.19 

0.15 

0.10 

0.92 

0.77 

0.68 

0.64 

0.60 

0.56 

0.51 

0.46 

0.44 

0.42 

0.37 

0.36 

0.34 

0.29 

0.27 

0.24 

0.22 

0.18 

0.14 

0.10 



Low Temperature Records For the Month of May 

May 15th - Record low maximum temperatures were set at Alpine 54 (58/1998), Bullfrog 62 

(65/1977), Capitol Reef N.P. 54 (58/2010), Duchesne 53 (54/ 1989), Ferron 50 (53/1989), 

Fillmore 54 (56/1951), Kanab 53 (55/1951) and Spanish Fork 52 (54/1955).  

Record 24-Hour Precipitation For the Month of May 

May 5th - Record 24-hour daily rainfall was recorded at Cedar City 1.11 (0.44/1971). This 

was also the 5th highest daily total for the month of May in Cedar City. 

May 16th - Bullfrog set a record low minimum temperature of 46 (47/1989).  

May 9th - Record 24-hour daily rainfall was set in Salt Lake City 0.92 (0.87/1992).  

May 15th - Record 24-hour daily rainfall was set at Alpine 0.82 (0.62/1981), Duchesne 0.76 

(0.30/1965(, Manti 0.64 (0.42/1981) and Utah Test Range 0.15 (0.11/1998).   

Salt Lake City set a monthly record for May with 18 days of measurable rain. The old 

record for May was 17 days set in 1995.   



THE SALT LAKE CITY UT CLIMATE SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2015 

  

 CLIMATE NORMAL PERIOD 1981 TO 2010 

 CLIMATE RECORD PERIOD 1874 TO 2015 

  

 WEATHER         OBSERVED                 NORMAL       DEPART       LAST YEAR`S          

                         VALUE    DATE(S)       VALUE         FROM           VALUE   DATE(S)  

                                                                            NORMAL                       

 ................................................................ 

 TEMPERATURE (F) 

 RECORD 

  HIGH                    99      05/29/2003, 05/28/2003                 

  LOW                     25      05/06/1965 

                                    

 HIGHEST                91      05/31                                                    93     05/28 

 LOWEST                 44      05/16, 05/11, 05/10                               35     05/13  

                                              

 AVG. MAXIMUM      69.1                       71.9              -2.8             73.6         

 AVG. MINIMUM      50.7                        47.8               2.9             49.7          

 MEAN                    59.9                        59.8               0.1             61.7         

  

 DAYS MAX >= 90       1                           0.6               0.4                2         

 DAYS MAX <= 32       0                           0.0               0.0                0             

 DAYS MIN <= 32        0                           0.2             -0.2                 0         

 DAYS MIN <= 0          0                           0.0              0.0                 0             

  

 PRECIPITATION (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                  4.19                        1.95             2.24            1.04              

  

 DAYS >= .01             18                          9.0             9.0                  7         

 DAYS >= .10             11                          5.1             5.9                  3        

 DAYS >= .50               3                          1.1             1.9                  0         

 DAYS >= 1.00             0                          0.1            -0.1                  0             

  

 SNOWFALL (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                    0.0                         0.3             -0.3                 0.0             

 SINCE 7/1               15.4                       55.9                                  35.5     



WEATHER            OBSERVED            NORMAL       DEPART         LAST YEAR`S          

                           VALUE                  VALUE          FROM            VALUE      

                                                                         NORMAL                       

DEGREE DAYS  

HEATING TOTAL        179                     205              -26                 159           

  SINCE 7/1             4363                   5561          -1198                5018          

COOLING TOTAL          31                      46              -15                    62           

  SINCE 1/1                 31                      50              -19                    62 

 

    

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

WIND (MPH) 

 AVERAGE WIND SPEED                              8.1 

 HIGHEST WIND SPEED/DIRECTION        33/290           DATE      05/27 

 HIGHEST GUST SPEED/DIRECTION        44/300           DATE      05/27 

  

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS. NUMBER OF DAYS WITH 

 THUNDERSTORM           14             RAIN                                  18 

 HAIL                              1             SNOW                                  0 

 FOG                             13             FOG W/VIS <= 1/4 MILE       0 

 HAZE                             3                                          

                                                                      

 -  INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBERS.                                       

 R  INDICATES RECORD WAS SET OR TIED.                                 

 MM INDICATES DATA IS MISSING.                                        

 T  INDICATES TRACE AMOUNT.  

Please e-mail comments, questions, suggestions, corrections, 

or concerns to the webmaster: w-slc.webmaster@noaa.gov 


